trepreneurial education and support." Its first order of business was to buy a former church near downtown Albuquerque that for years had provided crucial services and free meals to the most vulnerable people in our city. Now, instead of serving food to the homeless as part of a research service-learning course on poverty and homelessness, UNM students can practice their elevator pitches in front of local "entrepreneurs" and "angel investors." What was once a place for the poor to find help is now "a premier Downtown innovation district for researchers, inventors and entrepreneurs."
In this campus context, I applied for an American Studies Association Community Partnership Grant. Our goal was to oppose the redefinition of community engagement at UNM and also to examine the human and nonhuman cost of neoliberal development in New Mexico. We proposed a collaboration between the UNM American studies department and La Jicarita News, a community-based newspaper that has focused on social and environmental justice struggles in northern New Mexico for nearly twenty years. The newspaper has long directly challenged the logic of neoliberal restructuring in New Mexico. It was the outgrowth of community-organizing efforts over resource conflicts in New Mexico, and its contributors and readers include community activists, scholars, local residents, and elected officials.
There is perhaps no more important environmental justice struggle in New Mexico than Indigenous struggles for land and water. Over the years, La Jicarita covered the legacies of uranium mining for Navajo workers and Native communities. In the 1970s, Native student groups at UNM took the lead on environmental justice campaigns. We chose to focus the conference on those leaders and struggles, and bring American studies faculty and students together with social justice activists. In April 2013, in collaboration with La Jicarita, the American studies department hosted "Decolonization and Indigenous Liberation: The Remarkable Life and Work of John Redhouse." Born and raised in Farmington, New Mexico, John Redhouse has been a lifelong Indian-rights activist. He was a leader of the National Indian Youth Council and a member of such radical liberation groups as Indians Against Exploitation, which operated in 1972-73, and the Coalition for Navajo Liberation in 1974. He spent a lifetime on the front lines of Native liberation movements opposing anti-Indian bordertown violence and racism in Farmington and Gallup. Redhouse was and remains an organic intellectual, one fully in the service of his community, focusing on Diné liberation and decolonization movements, always with an emphasis on ongoing grassroots struggles against the extractive resource industries that plague Dinétah's ancestral homelands. He has writ-
